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Some of the leading factors to consider in today’s exam room design are 

improving patient care, accessibility, effi ciency and workfl ow. This exam room 

provides the foundation for a basic caregiver-patient workfl ow, with separate 

zones for patient interviews and exams, and the option for additional privacy 

with public/private zones. While this traditional setup allows for immediate patient 

care, historical patient data and any additional medical data that supports patient 

care is not immediately available in the room, so caregivers must leave the room 

to retrieve this information. 

TRADITIONAL EXAM ROOM
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For better access to the patient, the 

examination table is positioned at an 

angle, providing access from three sides. 

The exam room is organized into four 

zones, including entry, patient care, 

family/visitor and organized storage 

with an integrated sink. 

A lowered writing surface is adjacent 

to the storage zone, as is a chair for the 

initial patient interview. The overall room 

size is 10 ft. x 10 ft. with the entry door 

reverse-hinged for patient privacy.

TRADITIONAL EXAM ROOM
 WORKFLOW A

Traditional Workfl ow

Patient care is divided into separate 

zones for the patient interview      

and patient exam area      . While 

the traditional exam room supports 

immediate patient care, many 

times historic patient data and 

additional medical data that 

support patient care are retrieved 

from outside the exam room.
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Public/Private Zones

This setup provides a public zone 

with side chairs to seat family/

visitors, as well as a dressing nook 

for patients     . The patient care 

zone, also known as the private 

zone, allows access to equipment 

and supplies     . Space is provided 

for the initial patient interview, 

including a work surface to review 

paper records.
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Traditional Workflow Public/Private Zones
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